TRUE SPIRITUALITY 60D'S DREAM FOR YOUR LIFE

Becoming a Romans 12 Christian
Part 1- Romans 12 Overview

Introduction: Parents and Children

e Every parent has a dream for their child.

e Our kids can be the source of our greatest JOYS or deepest PAINS.

e Our heavenly Father has a dream for every one of His children.

e God'sdream is to make you like His SON or DAUGHTER.

Matthew 5:48, Romans 8:29, Ephesians 4:13

e God's dream for every child of His is to become a disciple -

a ROMANS 12 Christian!
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5 Key Relationships: ——* Romans 12 Biblical Responses

1. Relationship with God: SURRENDERED to God

“Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of
worship.”

Romans 12:1

2. Relationship with the world: SEPARATE from the World

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is-- His good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Romans 12:2

3. Relationship with yourself: SOBER in Self-Assessment

“For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober
judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as
each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all
have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to
the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion
to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; ifitis
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”

Romans 12:3-8
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4. Relationship with believers: SERVING in Love

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to
one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who are
in need. Practice hospitality.”

Romans 12:9-13

5. Relationship with nonbelievers: SUPERNATURALLY Responding to
Evil with Good

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with
thosewho rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low
position. Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to
do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends
on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but
leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is Mine to avenge; | will repay,"
says the Lord. On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning
coals on his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Romans 12:14-21
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Warning — Romans 12 is not a “try-hard” moral code to live up to, but a faith

response to what God has already done for us.

e Romans1- 3:SIN - Our problem that separates us from God.

e Romans 4 - 5: SALVATION - God's solution in the work of Jesus Christ on
the cross.

e Romans 6 - 8: SANCTIFICATION - Living your new life in God's power and
growing progressively in Christ-likeness.

e Romans 9 - 11: SOVEREIGNTY - Living in confidence because God is in
control and keeps all His promises...

Personal Application Questions:

1. Would you like to receive everything your heavenly Father has planned for
you by becoming a Romans 12 Christian?

2. Have you personally taken the step to be “all in” in your relationship with
Christ?

3. How does surrender and being separate from the world's values prepare
you to get God's best for your life? see Psalm 84:11

4. What “next step” would help you fulfill God's dream for your life?

5. Who could help and support you as you take that next step of obedience?
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